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The Qir’aat Of Imam Suffices
For Muqtadi(Follower)
Mugqtadi must listen and

remain silent

Mufti M. Ahmed

Allah swt says: “And when the qur’an is being
recited, listen attentively and remain silent so
that you may receive mercy.” There are
different sayings about this ayat’s shaan-e-
nuzool (context of revelation). There are
different opinions about its context. According
to some of them, its context was about the
khutbah and the speech. Some other suggests,
it was absolutely related to the qir’aat of the
qur’an, and according to rest of the opinions, it
was just about the salaah. Most probably, it
was revealed with regards to salaah. Therefore,
Hazrat Ibn Abbaas (r) narrated: the above
mentioned ayah was revealed with regards to
farz salaah. It is reported by the following
sahabah (r) and taba’een (rahmatullah alaih)
that this ayah was revealed in regards to the
salaah. Hazrat ibn-e-masud (r) (tafseer ibn-e-
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jareer, page 103, vol 9), hazrat Abu Hurairah
(r) (dar-e-qutni), hazrat Abdullah  bin
mughaf’fal (tafseer ibn-e-mardavia), hazrat
mujahid (rahmatullah alaih), hazrat nakha’ee
(rahmatullah alaih) hazrat gatadah (rahmatullah
alaih) hazrat shabee (rahmatullah alaih), hazrat
sud’di (rahmatullah alaih), hazrat abdur rahman
bin zaid (rahmatullah alaih) (tafseer ibn kathir,
page 281, vol 2).

Allamah Ibn-E-Taimiya hanbali
(rahmatullah alaih) cited the following quote of
imam ahmad bin hanbal (rahmatullah alaih) in
his fataawa (verdicts) (page, 143, vol 1) and
Allamah ibn-e-qudamah hanbali (rahmatullah
alaih) cited it in his book al-mughni (page 605,
vol 1): people are unanimously agreed on the
context of this ayah that it was revealed about
salaah.

Jamhoor mufasareen (gathering of the
commentators of the holy quran) have also
preferred the above mentioned saying. “‘this
ayah is about salaah with respect to the context
of its revelation. * this statement is the most
preferable statement (among all other statement
describing the context of this ayah) according
to tafseer ibn-e-jareer, tafseer ibn-e-kathir,
tafseer ruh-ul-ma’ani, tafseer Beyzaavi, tafseer
kshaaf, tafseer ma’alim-ut-tanzeel, tafseer abu
sa’ud, tafseer khazin etc.

Obviously the imam recites qir’aat bil-
ajma’a on behalf of the jama’at (with the
consensus of the whole jama’at) in salaah. It is
evidently clear from the ultimate qur’anic
principle that during the imam’s gir’aat, it is
wajib (obligatory) to mugqtadi (follower) that he
must listen attentively and remain silent.

Ahaadith-e-Nabavia and  aasaar-e-
sahaba (r) explained this masalaah (issue) and
elaborated it in a great detail. According to this,
reciting the qir’aat is the responsibility of the
imam and staying silent is the obligation of the
mugqtadi (follower).

Precaution: It is obvious that there are
two apparent commandments in this ayah of
the holy qur’an. First listening attentively and
second staying silent. First commandment is
related to jehry (aloud) salah and the second
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one is related to the ser’ri (silent) salah. Since,
it is possible to hear imam in the loud salaah,
therefore listening to the imam attentively has
been commanded. And to be able to listen
attentively, one has to remain silent.

However, in the ser’ri (silent) salaah it
is not possible to hear imam’s qir’aat, but it is
still commanded to remain silent because imam
is still reciting the qir'aat silently (without
making a sound). So in this way the ayah is
satisfying the needs of both types of salaah
(loud and silent).

It is a marfu hadith from hazrat Abu musa
ash’aree (r) that nabi-e-karim (saw) said, while
teaching us the method of salaah. One, among
you, should lead you as an imam. When he
pronounces takbeer, you also pronounce
takbeer and when he recites qur’an, you stay
silent.

Imam muslim (rahmatullah alaih)
expressed his views about the hadith by
emphasizing in one of his sayings that it is
saheeh (genuine and authentic). On this issue,
he also cited the ijma’a (consensus) of the
noble scholars (msha’ikh) of that time. His
words are given below: I write here (in the
saheeh muslim), it is the hadith that was
approved by the consensus of the msha’ikh.

(Following mubaditheen and fuq’ha
grand jurists) are also convinced of the
validity of this as a genuine and an authentic
hadith.)

Imam Ahmad bin hanbal (rahmatullah
alaih) (musnad-e-ahmad, page 386, vol 2; ta-
nw'wo ul-ibaa’dat, page 86, ibn-e-taimiya),
imam nasai (rahmatullah alaih) (with the
reference of fthul mulhem, page 22, vol 2, and
hashia nasbur raaiya, page 15, vol 2), mufas’sir
ibn-e-jareer (rahmatullah alaih), page 110, vol
9). Allamah ibn-e-hzam zahiri (mahallaa, page
210, vol 3), Muhadith munzeri (rahmatullah
alaih) (with the reference of aun-ul-ma’a-bood,
page 235, vol 1), mufas’sir ibn-e-kaseer
shafa’ee (rahmatullah alaih) (tafseer ibn-e-
kaseer, page 280, vol 3), imam is’haq bin
rahwaih imam ahmad bin hanbal (rahmatullah
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alaih) (musnad-e-ahmad, page 386, vol 2; and
many others.

It 1s a marfu hadith from hazrat Abu hurairah
(r) that rasoolullah (saw) said, the imam is
appointed so you follow him. Therefore, when
he pronounces the takbeer, you also pronounce
the takbeer. And when he recites the quran, you
stay silent. (muslim, page 174, vol 1) Imam
muslim (rahmatullah alaih) reported, “this is a
saheeh (authentic) hadith.” The leader of the
ahl-e-hadith salafi, naw’waab sid’deeq hassan
khan narrated,

This hadith is proven and verified in the
eyes of ahl-e-sunan. And a gathering of the
Ayyemma hadith (scholars of hadith) called it
saheeh (authentic).In fact, the above mentioned
saheeh ahaadith are the tafseer and explanation
of the ayah,

Therefore, to draw attention of the
reader towards this fact, Imam nasai
(Rahmatullah Alaih) cited the above mentioned
hadith of hazrat Abu Hurairah (rahmatullah
alaih) under the topic and the chapter of
“taweel-u-qaulihi azza-wa-jall (interpretation
of allah’s words) (sunan nasai, page 146, vol 1)

It is a marfu hadith, first narrated by hazrat
Anas (r) that, rasoolullah (saw) said, when
imam recites the qur'an, you shall remain
silent. The rawies (narrators) of this hadith are
siqaat (trustworthy) (ahsen-ul-kalam, page 134,
vol 1)

It is a marfu hadith, first narrated by hazrat
Jaabir (r) that rasoolullah ((saw) said, for a
person offering the salaah behind the imam, the
qir’aat of the Imam suffices for that person.

This hadith is narrated approximately in forty

isnaad  (testimonials). Many of them
(testimonials) are saheeh, strong and
trustworthy.

First strong sanad (testimonial): Imam

Bukhari’s teacher Imam Ahmad bin hambal
says, this saanad is sahih, and the rawies
(narratores) are siga (trustworty).

?&h AN

Second strong saanad, narrated by abu bakar
ibn abi shebah the teacher of bukhari and
muslim that this sanad is sahih.

Third strong sanad by Imam Ahamd bin
munee. Forth sanad by imam mohammed in his
muatta, as sahih.

Response to the opposing argumetns

It is marfu hadith reported by Hazrat Ubaidah
bin al-saamat (r) that a person did not perform
salaah, who did not recite the fateha.

This sort of common hadith gives an
impression that the recitation of fateha is also
compulsory for muqtadi (follower).

Researchers  provided  several

addressing this matter.

answers

Answer: Indeed this is a common hadith, but
on the basis of arguments and logic, the law of
declaring something common as peculiar is
well established in all school of thoughts. A
countless examples exist in the qur'an and the
hadith about declaring something common as
peculiar or distinctive.

Allah swt said, Do not you feel fear that Allah
who is in the heaven. (surah mulk)

In this Ayat-e-karimah, the word of ma-n is
common and has a general implication, but it
only means “the entity of Allah”. It is written
in a hadith,

People in the past were merely killed (bukhari)

In this hadith the word of “ma-n is very
common/general but it has a very special and a
distinct meanings. It means “sinners’.
Similarly, though a person didn’t perform salah
who did not recite, is a common/general
phrase, however there is some specialty and
distinction associated with this general phrase
with respect to the above mentioned ayat-e-
karimah and with respect to the saheeh
ahaadith and the aasaar. So this hadith is
referring to munfarid (individual) and imam, it
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excludes the mugqtadi (follower, who prays
behind imam) from this criterion.

To explain and elaborate the meanings
of this hadith, Imam Tirmizi (rahmatullah
alaih) has cited imam ahmad bin hanbal
(rahmatullah alaih)’s saying, the prophet (saw)
said, a person did not perform, it means, it is
compulsory to recite the fateha when one is
offering salaah alone. It means that this hadith
excludes mugqtadi (follower) from this
compulsion of reciting the fateha.

Imam abu dawud (rahmatullah alaih)
cited the following explanation from sufiaan
bin uaiyenah (rahmatullah alaih), said that “this
hadith is about the munfarid (individual), it
excludes the muqtadi (follower) from this
criterion.”

Some questions for opponents

(a) Could you present at least one sareeh (clear)
hadith reporting that rasoolullah (saw) recited
surah fateha in his prayers those he (saw)
performed behind hazrat Abu Bakar (r)?
According to the hadith number 39, which we
presented earlier, made it obvious that the
prophet (saw) performed the last prayer of his
marz-ul-wafat (the illness after which
rasoolullah  (saw) passed away) without
reciting the surah fateha. And this is clear
confirmation of the fact that the muqtadi
(follower) is not required to recite the fateha.
(b) Could you present at least one saheeh
sareeh (unobjectionable) hadith in which it is
called obligatory (farz or wajib) for a muqtadi
(follower) (who joins the jamaat during ruku)
to repeat the rakaat?

(C) Could you present at least one ayah or
saheeh hadith saying that it is farz or wajib to
recite surah fateha behind Imam? Could you
present any hadith saying that a person who
could not recite fateha, his/her prayer is false
and it is haraam (prohibited),

(C) It is reported in the hadith that the jumah
prayer is not valid without the khutbah
(bayhaqi) what does this statement means?
Should everyone in the jumah prayer has to
recite his own khutbah? Or only imam’s

khutbah would be enough for all. If the imam’s
khutbah is enough to represent everybody in
the jumah prayer then similarly the hadith has
exactly the same words. (salaah is not valid
without fateha (imams fateha). So, if imam’s
Khutbah can represent all mugqtadies (
followers, who pray behind imam) then why
not imam’s fateha can represent all muqtadies
(FOLLOWERS)?

L S>> ooo KL >>
Tying hands Ti %t below the

navel
Mufti M. Ahmed

It is Marfu Hadith, narrated by Hazrat WAA’IL
bin Hajr
HazratWaa’il bin Hajr said, I saw NabiAkram
during Salaah. He used to place his right hand
over the left hand right below the navel
(Musannaf e-Ibn AbiShebah, page 390, volume
[) It is certified and authentic reference.
(Aa’sar us Sunan, page 90)
The Hadith can be found in several books by
MUHADITH (scholar of Hadith) Qasim bin
Qutlubugh (RahmatullahAlaih) who writes in
TAKHREEG AHADITH AL IKHTIYAR
SHARA AL MUKHATAR,
This Sanad (above mentioned certified
reference) is an excellent Sanad.
Scholar of Hadith Abu AL Tayyib Al Madni
(RahmatullahAlaih) wrote 1n  SHARAH
TIRMIZI
This Hadith is strong because of its certified
reference.
Shaikh Muhammad AbidAs Sindhi Al Madni
(RahmatullahAlaith) wrote in TWABAY UL
ANWAR SHARAH DURR E MUKHTAR,
The RAWI (narrator) Sigaat (reliable) of this
Hadith are trustworthy.
Inshort,these AA'IMMA E MUHDDATHEEN
(Imams of Hadith scholars who are considered
as an authority on the knowledge of Hadith)
confirmed and verified this Hadith as an
authentic Hadith. (Bazlul Majhood Sharah Abu
Dawud page 23, vol 2,
TuhfatulAhwaziSharahTirmizi, page 214, vol
1, Aa’sar us Sunan page 90)
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Khalifa e Rashid Hazrat Ali (R) narrated,
Placing the right hand over the left hand below
the navel is the SUNNAH of SALAAH
(Musnad Imam Ahmad, page 110, vol I;
Musannafibn e AbiShebah, 391, vol 1I;
Darkutni, page 286, vol 2, Sun’nanBayhagqi,
page 31, vol 2)

Hazrat Abu Hurairah narrated, During Salaah
one handhould be placed on the other hand.
(Abu DawudBaradiatalAarabi)
AllmahAlaa’uddin Al Mardeenlbn e at
Turkmani (RahmatullahAlaih) has also quoted
this Hadith giving the reference of
MuhadithIbn e HazmZahiri. (AL JAUHAR UN
NAQI AL’AL BEHEQI, page 31, vol 2,
published in Egypt)

In some narrations the discussion of the
placing hands right over the navel or the chest
can be found, but scholars of Hadith consider
such narrations objectionable,
MUTAKALLAM FEH (controversial) and
ZAEEF (week). Aa’sas us Sunan, page 84-88)
All scholars are unanimously agreed on this
point that a woman should place and tie her
hands at her chest. Allamh Abdul HailLakhnavi
(RahmatullahAlaih) wrote: AA'TMMA
ARBA’AH (all four imams of FIQH) agreed
on the point that women should place their
hands on their breasts/chest. This is a
MASNOON act because this depicts modesty
and provides women a way to properly cover
and veil themselves while offering SALAAH.
Late ShaikhHalbi (RahmatullahAlaih), in 956
Hijri, has also cited this discussion and has
mentioned the conformity of scholars on the
issue. (Kabeeri, page 301)
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Dua after Fardh Salaat

d L
by raising hands:
Prof.Moulana Muhibbur Rahman

The custom of dua after fardh salaah. by raising
hands which began from the early age of Islam is
allowed. According to Hadeeth it is Mustahabb (
rewardable). The recent modern deviant salafi sect
declared that it is Bid'ah (innovation). In the
authentic books of figh of the four mazaahib. this
issue is discussed conspicuously. And not a single
fageeh (Jurisprudent) said it is Bid"ah (innovation).
rather all agreed to be Jaa'icez (allowed) and
Mustahabb (rewardable). Many books were

published by many scholars of Islam. The gist of

which . in brief. is as follows:

Dua is the essence of all Ibaadah (worship). The
Holy Qur’an repeatedly emphasized 10 make dua.
Allah (S.W.T) says. “Make dua to me and 1 will
respond to vou™
He says.
the supplicants when they suplicate™. Rasulullah
(S.A.W) said. “Dua 1s the essence or gist of all
Ibaa-dah (worship).”

However to make dua after fardh salaah is
proved and supported by the Ahadeth of Rasulullah
(S.A.W). Rasulullah (S.A.W) was asked. = which
dua is accepted by Allah (SSW.T) rapidly?”
Rasulullah (S.A.W) replied the dua of late night
and dua after the fardh salaah. To make dua by
raising the both hands is also Mustahabb. Hazrat
Saib Ibn Yaazid narrated from his father that
whenever the prophet (S.A.W) made dua. he used to
raise his hands over the face. (Baihaqi)

There is another hadeeth in Abu Dawood that
whenever Rasulullah (S.A.W) used to make uda. he
used to raise his hands. There are many Ahadeeth
about this topic. To make dua after the fardh salaat
by raising hands is also proved by the hadeeth.
Hazrat Abdullah Ibn Zubair saw a person making
dua raising hands before finishing his salaah. After
the man had finished his salaah. he then told him
that Rasulullah (S.A.W) made dua by raising hands
after the salaah, not in salaah. (Tibraani. Mazmauz
Zawahid, Ela-us-Sunan etc.) The Imams of

“I do respond at the suplication (dua) of

Ahadeeth declared that this hadeeth is saheeb
(authentic). Imam Jalaal Uddin Suvooti (R)
mentioned this hadeeth in his famous book = Al
Faizul Wa. Fee Ahadecth-e-Rafal-Yadain Fidd-
Dua™ Another hadeeth in this subject is very clear.
Hazrat Aswad Al-Amiri (R) narrated from his father
who said =l performed salaatul Fajar with
Rasulullah (S.A.W) and afier he finished his salaam
he made dua by raising his hands™. (Musannif Abi
Shaiba) This hadeeth is narrated by Imam Hakeem
(R) in his Al-Mustadrak. and Abdur Razzak (R) in
his Musannaf and Dar-Quini (R) in his sunnah with
a little change in it.

One thing should be cleared that. the hadeeth
narrated by Hazrat Anas (r) saving that, Rasulullah
(S.A.W) did not raise his hands to make dua after
any salaat except salaatul Istasqa. which is narrated
by Imam Bukhari (R) even. has an interpretation.
The world famous Muhaddith, Alim. Scholar. writer
and the interpreter of Saheeh Al-Bukhari Allama
Hafiz Ibn Hajar Asqalani said that the meaning of
that hadeeth is that Rasulullah (S.A.W) did not raise
his hands as high as he did in salaatul Istasqa.So.
the hadeeth does not mean that he did not raise his
hands after any fardh salaah: rather it means that the
raising of the hands in salaatul Istasqa and fardh
salaah is not the same. In the dua of salaatul Istasqa
the hands should be raised up to the head or more.
but in dua of regular fardh salaah the hands should
be raised up to hte chest. Besides this. Rasulullah
(S.A.W) used to raise hish hands in his dua after
salaat sometimes and sometimes he did not do it.
And this is why it became Mustahabb (rewardable).
Hence to make dua after fardh salaah and wipe the
hand over the face is proved by hadeeth. and those
who say it against Sunnah (practices of Rasulullah
(S.A. W), are not correct.

Mufti Azizur Rahman. the head Mufti of Darul
Uloom Deoband and renowned scholar of the
Muslim world remarked. “Those who think that the
dua after fardh salaat by raising hands is Bid'ah
(innovation). are ignorant about shariah™. So to
deny after fardh salaat by raising hands is like
denying the Sunnah of the prophet (S.A.W).
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Rafa Yadain (Raising of hands

before and after Ruku in salat).
Prof. Moulana M. Rahman

The practice of Rafa Yadain was restricted to
the early times but cancelled in the later times
of Islam. The reason is when the Quran
declared “those mumins adopt calmness
(Khushu) in salat are successful” the prophet(s)
told his followers don’t raise your hands in
salat but adopted calmness.

The abstention from Rafa-Yadain (to
raise both hands before and after ruku in
salaah) is strongly supported by the Ahadeeth
of Rasulullah (saw), which are going to be
discussed below.

Hazrat Al-Qama (R) narrated that, Hazrat
Abdullah Ibn Mas’ood (R) said, “Should I not
perform with you the salaah of Rasulullah
(saw)7” Hazrat Al-Qama (R) said yes, then he
(Abdullah Ibn Mas’ood (R)) performed the
salaah and did not raise his hands except at the
time of Takbeer-e-Tahreema (starting of
salaah).

(Tirmizi and Abu Dawood)
Imam Tirmizi (R) added that, in this regard
there is the narration of Baraa Bin Aazib (R).
Then Imam Tirmizi (R) said the Hadeeth of Ibn
Mas’ood (R) 1s Hasan and this is also the view
of many of the Ulamaa among the sahabah of
Rasulullah (saw) and the Taabi’een. This is
also the view of Sufyaan (R) and the Ahl-e-
Kufaa (i.e. the ulamaa of Kufaa).

1. Hazrat Al-Qama (R) narrated that,
Hazrat Abdullah Ibn Mas’ood (R) said,
“Should I not perform with you the salaah of
Rasulullah (saw)?” Hazrat Al-Qama (R) said
yes, then he (Abdullah Ibn Mas’ood (R))
performed the salaah and did not raise his
hands except once.

(Nasaai)
In another narration it is said that he raised his
hands once in the beginning and never repeated
it again.
2. Narrated by Hazrat Al-Qama (R) that,
Hazrat Ibn Mas'ood (R) said, “Should I not
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perform for you the salaah of Rasulullah
(saw)7”" He then performed the salaah and not
raise his hands except once.
(Masnad-e-Ahmad)

3. Narrated by Hazrat Al-Qama (R) that Hazrat
Abdullah Ibn Mas’ood (R) said, “Should I not
show you the salaah of Rasulullah (saw)?” He
then performed the salaah and did not raise his
hands except once. (Musannafa- Ibn Abi
Shaibah)

4. Hazrat Abdullah Ibn Mas’ood (R) said, “I
performed salaah with Rasulullah (saw), Hazrat
Abu Bakar (R), and with Hazrat Umar (R) and
they did not raise their hands except at the time
of the first Takbeer in the opening of the
salaah”. (Dar-Qutni)

5. Hazrat Baraa Bin Aazib (R) said, “I saw
Rasulullah (saw) raised his hands when he
commenced the salaah. Then he would not
raise his hands until he completed the salaah™.
(Abu Dawood and Dar-Qutni)

6. Hazrat Imam Muhammad (R) narrated in his
book “Muatta” from Ibn Mas’ood (R) that, he
(Ibn Mas’ood) would raise his hands only
when opening the salaah. (Muatta Imam
Muhammad)

7. Hazrat Mujaahid (R) said, “I did not see Ibn
Umar (R) raising his hands except in the
beginning of salaah”™. (Musannif Ibn Abi
Shaibah)

8. Hazrat Abdul Aziz Bin Hakeem said, “T saw
Ibn Umar (R) raising his hands in line with his
ears in the first Takbeer (opening of salaah)
and he did not raise his hands besides this.
(Muatta Imam Muhammad)

9. Hazrat Ibn Abbas (R) said that, “Rasulullah
(saw) said, do not raise hands except in
seven places™:

a) When commencing salaah.

b) When entering Masjidul Haraam and seeing
Baitullah.

¢) When at Muzdalifah

d) When making Waqoof (stationing with the
people) in Arafah.

e) When standing on mount Safa

f) When standing on mount Marwa.
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o) When pebbling the two Jamraah. (Tibraani)
Imam Bukhari narrates this Hadeeth in his
book “Al-Adab Al-Mufrad”.

(11) Hazrat Abbad Bin Zubair narrated that,
when Rasulullah (saw) would open the salaah,
he would raise his hands in the beginning of
salaah. There after he would not at all raise his
hands until he completed his salaah. (Baihaqi)
Commenting this hadeeth, Imam Baihaqi said
“Abbad is a Tabi’ee and hence this hadeeth is a
Mursal, and Mursal hadeeth is accepted not
only by the Hanafis, but by the Jamhoor
(majority)”. Mursal is a hadeeth, the sanad of
which ends to a Tabi'ee (who saw and
associated with sahabi) and such a hadeeth is
authentic.

However, there are many other
narrations about this issue, which negate Rafa-
Yadain at the time of ruku and when rising
from ruku. The narrators were Hazrat Ali (R),
Hazrat Abdullah Ibn Mas’ood (R), Hazrat
Ibrahim Nakhee (R), Hazrat Qais (R), Hazrat
Mujaahid (R), Hazrat Aswad (R), Hazrat Sha'bi
(R), Hazrat Imam Abu Hanifa (R), Hazrat
Imam Maalik (R), and others.

The Salafis raised many weak points
against Hazrat Ibn Mas’ood (R) whereas
Hazrat Ibn Mas’ood (R) was a very senior
sahabi who was constantly in the company of
Rasulullah: (saw) so much so that the
impression of him being a member of Ahl-e-
Bait (prophet’s family) was created. He
followed Rasulullah (saw) in all five salaah on
a daily basis. There is a hadeeth in Tirmizi that
Rasulullah (saw) said, whatever Abdullah Ibn
Mas’ood (R) says, follow it.

Hence his explicit negation of Rafa-
Yadain categorically confirms that Rasulullah
(saw) had discontinued the earlier practice of
raising hands. Furthermore, many other
Ahadeeth narrated by others are authentic, even
in terms of the conditions of both, Imam
Bukhari and Muslim. Especially the sanad of
Abdur Razzak in the hadeeth of Baraa Bin
Aazib (R) which was narrated by Ahmed, Abu
Dawood, Ibn Abi Shaiba, Tahawi, and Dar
Qutni etc.

Hence, I want to conclude the topic
stating the opinion of the illustrious Muhaddith
of the subcontinent Hazrat Allaama Anwar
Shah Kaashmiri (R), who said “One should not
forget that the view of those who do not make
Rafa-Yadain is proof less. Rather their view is
also supported by all those Ahadeeth which
describes the salaah of Rasulullah (saw) but
make no mention of Rafa-Yadain™.

In the view of Shah Wali-Yullah (R),
the Ahadeeth that supports the Hanafi view are
indeed numerous. So, all the neutral and
unbiased Muslims who love the truth will
understand after going on this short description
that Hanafi practice of refraining from Rafa-
Yadain is based, not only on logical arguments
but also on authentic narrational evidence. It
has no controversy and conflict with other
mazaahibs who follow their respective mazhab
without criticizing others.

Only followers of Baatil such as
modern salafis are bigoted in the matter. It is
their Baatil attitude to disparage and denounce
Imam Abu Hanifa (R) in particular, but the
truth can not be suppressed for too long.

In this connection I want to mention the
dialogue between Imam Aouzaae (R) and
Imam Abu Hanifa (R), which are narrated by
Sufyaan Bin Uaina (R) in “Muheet™ that, one
day Imam Aouzaae (R) told Imam Abu Hanifa
(R) that, “why do you not make Rafa-Yadain?”
Imam Abu Hanifa (R) replied, “It is not proved
to me authentically”. Imam Aouzaae (R) said,
“why not?”” About Rafa-Yadain Ibn Shihaab
Zuhri (R) narrated to me from Saalim (R) who
narrated from Ibn Umar (R) who narrated that
Rasulullah (saw) made Rafa-Yadain in salaah.
Imam Abu Hanifa (R) said, “But Hammad (R)
narrated to me from Ibrahim Nakhee (R) who
narrated from Al-Qama (R) who narrated from
Ibn Mas’ood (R) who narrated that, Rasulullah
(saw) did not make Rafa-Yadain™.

Imam Aouzaae (R) then said,
“Between you and Ibn Mas’ood (R) there are
three narrators but between me and Ibn Umar
(R), there are two narrators”. Imam Abu Hanifa
(R) said “Yes you have only two narrators but
the narrators of my hadeeth are more authentic
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than your narrators. My narrator Hammad (R)
is stronger than your narrator Ibn Shihaab (R).
similarly Ibrahim Nakhee (R) is stronger than
Saalim (R)., and as far as Ibn Umar (R) is
concerned, if he was not a sahabah then I could
say that Al-Qama (R) is more knowledgeable
than him. And in the concern of Ibn Mas’ood
(R), everyone knows him as a great scholar.
Many people esteemed him over Shai-khain.
Hazrat Umar (R) used to say about Ibn
Mas’ood (R) that, “he is the ocean of
knowledge”. Hazrat Ubai Ibn Kaab (R) said,
“As long as Ibn Mas’ood (R) is with you, don’t
ask me anything. Ibn Mas’ood (R) was the
companion of Rasulullah (saw) almost all of
the time. So he is more aware of the activity of
Rasulullah (saw) than Ibn Umar (R)”. Then
Imam Aouzaae (R) became surprised and kept
quite.
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To Say Ame%n with a silent
(low) voice in Salaah with

Jamaat:
Prof. Moulana M. Rahman

To say Ameen, when the Imam finishes
Surah Al-Faatiha “in Jamaat, is Sunnah
according to all the Fugahaa (jurisprudents). It
is said that, Allah (swt) forgives the sins of
those who say Ameen after the recitation of
Surah Al-Faatiha. Hazrat Abu Hurairah (R)
narrates that, Rasulullah (saw) said, “When the
Imam finishes saying (Gai-ril Maghdoobi Alai-
him Walad dhaual leen) and the Muqtadees say
Ameen, and if that voice coincides with the
voice of the angels who also say Ameen, then
Allah (swt) forgives all the past sins”.
(Muslim)

Hazrat Abu Musa Ash’ari narrated that,
Rasulullah (saw) addressed us about the
Sunnah and about the way of making salaah.
He (saw) said, “when you make salaah, make
the line straight, and when the Imam says
Takbeer (Allahu Akbar), you say Takbeer, and
when the Imam says (Gai-ril Maghdoobi Alai-

him Walad dhaual leen), you say Ameen, then
Allah (swt) will accept your dua. (Muslim)
There are many other narrations about the
Fazaa’il (benefit) of saying Ameen and there is
no difference of opinion among the Imams of
the four mazaahibs about it. The difference
only lies in saying Ameen loudly and slowly.

According to Hanafi and Maaliki
mazhab, to say Ameen in a low voice is
Sunnah, and according to Shaf’ee and Humbali
mazhab, to say Ameen in a loud voice is
Sunnah. But according to the recent verdict of
Imam Shaf’ee, the Muqtadee should recite
Ameen in a low voice and the Imam should
recite it in a loud voice. So, the three mazaahib
are of the same opinion that the Muqtadees
should recite Ameen with a low voice.

The Daleel (proof) of the Hanafis to

recite Ameen in a low voice is as follows:
Qur’an
The Holy Qur’an says; “Invoke your lord or
make dua to your lord with humility and in
secret”.
In the interpretation of this Ayah (verse), the
great Mufassir Imam Raazi (R) in his great
tafseer “Tafseer-e-Kabeer” says that, Allah
(swt) has ordered in this Ayah (verse) to make
dua with a low voice.

Hadeeth

I. Hazrat Shu’baa (R) narrates from Salma Bin
Khuhail (R) who narrated from Hajar Bin
Al-Unais (R) who narrated from Al-Qama Bin
Wa’il (R) who narrated from his father that, his
father performed Salaah with Rasulullah (saw).
When Rasulullah (saw) finished reciting (Gai-
ril Maghdoobi Alai-him Walad dhaual leen),
then he (saw) recited Ameen in a low voice.
(Masnad Ahmad, Haakim, and Dar-Qutni)
Imam Haakim narrated this hadeeth in
his illustrious book of hadeeth called “Al-
Mustadrak™. He said that this hadeeth is saheeh
and authentic. All the Raawees (narrators) of
this hadeeth are authentic.
2. Hazrat Wa’il Bin Hajar (R) say
that Rasulullah (saw) led us prayer
and when he was finished reciting
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(Gai-ril Maghdoobi Alai-him Walad
dhaual leen), then he (saw) recited
Ameen in a low voice. (Masnad
Ahmad)

(3) Hazrat Al-Qama Bin Wa’il (R) reported

from

his father who said that Rasulullah (saw) after
finishing (Gai-ril Maghdoobi Alai-him Walad
dhaual leen), he recited Ameen with a low
voice. (Tirmizi)
(4) The same hadeeth is available in Sunan-e-
Dar-Qutni, Sunan-e-Baihaqi,
Al-Mustadrak, and other books of hadeeth, in
different ways.
Other than this, the great Sahabas like Hazrat
Umar (R), Hazrat Ali (R), Hazrat Abdullah Ibn
Mas’ood (R) and Imam Ibrahim Nakhee, Imam
Sha'bi, Imam Sufyaan Souree, Imam Maalik
and others were in favor of reciting Ameen in a
low voice.

Final Discussion:
About reciting Ameen loudly, there is no clear
narration in Bukhari. The hadeeth of Bukhari
says, “when the Imam recites (Gai-ril
Maghdoobi Alai-him Walad dhaual leen), then
you (the Mugtadees) should recite Ameen”.
Only in Tirmizi Shareef there are two kinds of
narrations. One hadeeth narrated by Hazrat
Abu Hurairah in saying Ameen loudly, is
rejected as a weak hadeeth by the
Muhadditheen because of the weakness of one
Raawee (narrator) named Bashar Bin Rabi.
(Bazlul Majhood, Taqgreeb-at-Tahzeeb)
Another hadeeth is narrated in Abu Dawood by
the narration of Ali Bin Saaleh, but this was
also rejected by the Muhadditheen. Now
remains two hadeeth in Tirmizi Shareef, one
about the loud voice and the other about the
low voice. The hadeeth which talks about voice
being “Madda Biha Sau-Tuhu”, this does not
mean to read loudly but it means to recite
slowly. Another hadeeth says “Khafaza Biha
Sau-Tuhu”, which means Rasulullah (saw)
recited Ameen in a low voice.

Hence we find that, to recite Ameen
after the Imam finishes the recitation of (Gai-ril
Maghdoobi Alai-him Walad dhaual leen), is
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proved with a low voice instead of reciting it
loud.
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Masah on Regular Socks:
Prof. Moulana M. Rahman

To make masah over regular socks
which are made of cotton, wool, and nylon etc.
are not permissible by any of the Imams. All of
the Imams are unanimous that it is not
permissible to make masah over these kinds of
socks. Allama Abu Bakar Kasani (R) in his
book “Badaa-is-Sanaa’ee” and Allama Ibn
Nujaim (R) in his book “Bahrur-Raik™ wrote
that, if the socks are so thin that the water seeps
or penetrates through them then it is not
allowed to make masah over such socks by the
consensus of opinion.

However if the socks are so thick to the
extant that one can walk one farsakh (three
miles) or more, then the fugahaa (jurists) have
differences of opinions. Some say that it can be
allowed, and some say not to be allowed.
Daleel (proof):

1. The Holy Qur’an clearly states to wash the
face, hand, and feet while performing wudu.

2. Many Ahadeeth support the masah over the
socks, but these socks are called “Khuff
(leather sock). It is narrated from many
Ahadeeth  that, prophet (saw) himself
performed masah over them and permitted
others to do it.

3. Some Ahadeeth stated the masah over
Jawrab (very thick and strong cloth but non
leather) socks.

Let us now discuss the Ahadeeth of Jawrab.
From the collection of all the Ahadeeth, there
are only three Ahadeeth. One hadeeth is
narrated by Hazrat Bilaal (R); the second is
narrated by Hazrat Abu Musa Ash’ari (R); and
third is narrated by Hazrat Mughaira Ibn
Shu’baa (R). The narration of Hazrat Bilaal (R)
has been recorded in Mu'jam-as-Sagheer of
Imam Tibraani and the narration of Hazrat Abu
Musa Ash’ari (R) in Ibn Majah and Baihaqi.




However, Imam Jamal Uddin Zayla’ee a very
prominent Muhaddith has proven in his famous
book “Nasbur Raaya™ (p.183-184= vol. 1) that
both of the sanad’s (chain of narrators) are
defective and weak. In regards to Abu Musa’s
narration, Imam Abu Dawood Sajastani (R) in
his works of “Abu Dawood™ has written that,
“The sanad of this hadeeth is not reliable and
strong. Therefore, both of these narrations do
not need to be discussed further. The remaining
hadeeth of Hazrat Mughaira Ibn Shu’baa (R) is
mentioned by Imam Tirmizi (R) as being a
good and authentic hadeeth. But some other
prominent commentators of hadeeth have
disregarded with Imam Tirmizi (R). Imam Abu
Dawood (R), after recording this narration
states, Abdur Rahman Ibn Mahdi should not
narrate this hadeeth because of the authentic
famous narration from Mughaira Ibn Shu’baa
(R) is that prophet (saw) used to perform
Masah- Alal-Khuffain. (Bazlul Majhood Vol
1=p 96)

Imam Nasaai, another great Muhaddith
and member of the writer of “Siha-Sittah”
writes in Sunan-e-Kubraa, “apart from Abu
Qaise no one else has narrated this hadeeth,
and I do not know of any other narrator who
supports this narration”. The narration of
Hazrat Mughaira Ibn Shu’baa about Masah-
Alal-Khuffain is sound. (Nasbur Raiyaan)
Besides this, many other Imams, for example
Imam Muslim, Imam Baihaqi, Imam Sufyaan
Souree, Imam Ahmad Bin Humbal, Imam
Yahya Bin Mu’een, Imam Ali Bin Madani and
others have declared that this narration is weak.
Due to Abu Qais and Huzail being defective
narrators, Allama Nawawee (R), a prominent
interpreter of Saheeh Al-Muslim wrote, “all the
Huffaz of hadeeth agree that this narration is
weak. Therefore the statement of Imam Tirmizi
“This hadeeth is Hasan and Saheeh” is not
acceptable. (Nasbur Raiyaan)

In fact in all of the collection of
Ahadeeth it is found that only three narrations
are narrated about Jawrab (very thick and
strong cloth) from which two are unanimously
weak and the third one is criticized by majority
of the Muhadditheen (commentators of

hadeeth). Only Imam Tirmizi declared it as
saheeh. Imam Abu Bakar Jassaas Razi a great
commentator of the Holy Qur’an writes in his
tafseer “Ahkamul Qur’an” (Vol.2 = p.428)

The real objective in the verse of wudu
is to wash the feet. In fact, even performing
masah over leather socks would have never
been made permissible, had it not been
established by so many Ahadeeth. So, due to
the fact that the narrations of Masah-Alal-
Jawrabain are not on the same scale as the
narrations of Masah-Alal-Khuffain, the main
objective of washing of the feet must be
applied.

However it is not proved by any
narration or practice of the sahabah that they
wiped over thin socks of cloth etc. A famous
Aalim of the Ahle-Hadeeth Moulana Shamsul
Haque Azimabadi even writes that socks can
be made from leather, wood, cotton etc. Every
one of them is called socks. But it is not
permissible to wipe over any kind of sock until
it is not established that the prophet (saw)
wiped over woolen socks.
(Awnul Mabood) from his version it is even
more clear that the sahabah used to wipe over
either leather socks or socks so thick that it
would match the leather socks.

In this regard there is a narration in
Musannif Ibn Abi Shaiba (Vol.1=p.188) that,
Sayed Ibn Musayyab and Hasan Al-Basri used
to say that, “it is permissible only to wipe over
socks with the condition that they are thick™.
These two persons were eminent Taabi’een and
they used to issue Fatwa (verdict) after seeing
the practice of sahabah.

Therefore, the Fatwa (verdict) that the
socks must be so thick that it should match the
attributes of leather is nothing new. So, it can
be concluded that basing on the discussed
Ahadeeth, all the reliable Fugahaa and
Mujtahideen unanimously decided that the thin
socks made of cotton, nylon, wood etc. that
allow water to seep through them, do not stand
upright without support, and can not be walked
in continuously, are not permissible to make
masah on. If someone does this, his wudu will



not be valid according to almost all the Imams
and Mujtahideens.

Mas’ala of three Talaaqgs

(Divorce):
Prof. Moulana M. Rahman

The outcome of Talaaq is to terminate
the transaction and contract of Nikaah or
marriage. But the termination of this deal has
not been left free as in common transaction,
because the discontinuation of this deal affects
not only the parties involved (husband and
wife) but goes on to destroying children if any.
This is why the parties are directed not to think
about separation as long as possible.
Instructions were given to first try and
understand each other’s point of view and talk
it out, and if in the event of failure ways of
restraint, hard advice and warning were
identified and if the tussle becomes serious and
there is no possibility of compromise then, the
parties are expected to set up a panel for
arbitration compromising members of three
immediate families who could help patch up
the differences. But there are occasions and
situations when all efforts for reconciliation fail
and the parties are in conflict rather than
benefit by the desired result of the nikaah
relationship, feel that being married together is
a mutual punishment. Under such condition the
termination of husband and wife relation
become peaceful for both. And Islam in such
condition permits Talaaq (divorce). But still the
prophet of Allah (saw) says, “Talaaq is the
worst type of Halal act™.

The way of giving Talaaq (divorce):

The Sunnah way of giving Talaaq is
one by one in every Tuhoor (period after
menstruation). Not three Talaaq at a time. The
Holy Qur’an says “Talaaq is twice”. Because
after two Talaag there is still a chance of
revocation or the act of taking back ones
divorced wife so that some cruel husband can

make him normal after two Talaag. If not
revoked after two Talaag and the time passes,
then he will give third Talaag or without
revocation it becomes Talaaq automatically.
Detailed injunctions regarding three Talaaq
at a time:

Although they method of giving talak
Stiloulated by the sharia is that one should at
the most reach the limit of two Talaaq and
reach to the extent of third which is sin. But the
nature of an act being a crime and a sin does
not stop it from taking effect anywhere.

Killing unjustly is a crime and a sin, but

the one who is shot with a bullet or struck with
a sword gets killed, after all. His death does not
wait to discover if the bullet was fired legally
or illegally. Stealing is a crime and a sin by the
consensus of all religion, but the money or
wealth which has been stolen, leaves the
possession of the owner anyway.
Similarly if someone has taken such a step, it
should bring forth the same effect as it would
be that of a permissible Talaag, that three
Talaaq becomes effective.

The decision of the Holy prophet (saw)
is a testimony that he, in spite of showing anger
against giving three Talaaq, enforced the three
Talaaq. The Ulamaa have written many books
on this subject and proved by many Ahadeeth.
We are citing some of the Ahadeeth below.

1. Hazrat Ibn Umar (R) gave Talaaq to his
wife at the time of menstruation. He
had intention to give two more Talaaq in the
next two menstruations. When the matter was
noticed to the prophet (saw), he said, “What
happened to you Ibn Umar, did Allah (swt)
order you to forsake the Sunnah of your
prophet (saw)?” The Sunnah is to give her
Talaaq in every Tuhoor (purified condition).
Ibn Umar (R) then said “I will revoke her by
the order of Rasulullah (saw)”. Rasulullah
(saw) said, “When she will be purified give her
Talaaq or leave her”. Ibn Umar (R) then said
“Oh Rasulullah (saw) if I give her three Talaaq
at a time, what will be the result?” Rasulullah
(saw) said, “You will be a sinner but the Talaaq
will be effective. (Dar-Qutni and Ibn Abi
Shaiba)
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Imam Ibn Hammam said this hadeeth is
saheeh (authentic).

2. Imam Maalik (R) wrote in his Muatta that
someone came to Hazrat Ibn Abbas (R) and
said, “I gave hundred Talaags to my wife, what
do you say about this?” He replied, “Three
Talaaq is enforced and the rest of the ninety-
seven, you made a joke at the Holy Qur’an”.
Qaadi Abu Bakar Ibn Arabi quoted this
hadeeth of Nasaai.

3. Mahmood Ibn Laabid (R) reported that, the
Holy prophet (saw) enforced his three Talaags;
similar to the three Talaags of Sayyidinaa
Uwaymir (R). His words are as follows; “so the
Holy prophet (saw) did not reject it. He
enforced it. As it appears in Uwaymir Al-
Ajlani’s hadeeth, the prophet (saw) enforced
his three Talaaqs and had not rejected it.

4. In Saheeh Al-Bukhari Hazrat Aa'iysha (R)
narrated that, a man pronounced three Talaags
on his wife. When the women was married else
where, the other husband also divorced her.
The noble prophet (saw) was asked, is this
women Halal for the first husband? The
prophet (saw) replied “No, not unless the
second husband had sexual intercourse with
her”. This hadeeth indicates that the three
Talaags were given at the same time.
Commentators on hadeeth like Allama Ibn
Hajar Asqalani, Allama Badar Uddin Ayani,
and Allama Qastalani confirm that three
Talaags were given at the same time and the
hadeeth shows that the prophet (saw) made
these Talaags effective.

5. Imam Abu Dawood (R) reported that Hazrat
Mujaahid (R) said, I was besides Hazrat Ibn
Abbas (R), someone came to him and said, I
announced three Talaags to my wife. Ibn
Abbas (R) became silent at first. After
sometime he said, “you are living in the
paradise of fools and then you come and say,
Oh Ibn Abbas this happened that happened”.
Fear Allah! Allah (swt) says, “Fear Allah”
Those who fear Allah, Allah will make ways
for them. Then he (Ibn Abbas) said, “You are
disobeying Allah (swt) and your wives are
being divorced.
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6. Imam Maalik (R) also narrated that,
someone came to Hazrat Abdullah Ibn
Mas’ood (R) and said, “I gave eight Talaags to
my wife”. Hazrat Ibn Mas’ood (R) asked,
“What did the ulamaa say about this?” The
Man replied that, “they said that the Talaag-e-
Baa’en is enforced”. Then Ibn Mas’ood (R)
said they gave the correct verdict.

7. Ibn Abdur Razzak (R) (a great Muhaddith)
reports in his books of hadeeth “Musannif”
from Hazrat Ubadah Bin Saamit(R) who said
that his father gave one thousand Talaags to his
wife. When he went to Rasulullah (saw), he
(saw) said three is enforced and the rest of the
nine hundred and ninety-seven, you made
injustice. Allah (swt) may forgive you or may
punish you.

8. Imam Abu Dawood (R) narrated that Hazrat
Abdullah Ibn Mas’ood (R), Hazrat Abu
Hurairah (R), and Hazrat Abdullah Ibn Amar
Ibn Al-A’us (R) were asked about three
Talaags of one person’s wife. They all replied;
his wife is not Halal for him unless she is
married to a second husband.

There are many other narrations on this
topic. And considering all these hadeeth, Imam
Abu Hanifa (R), Imam Shaf'ee (R), Imam
Maalik (R), Imam Ahmad Ibn Humbal (R) and
almost all other prominent ulamaa said that
three Talaags, given at a time becomes three.
Only Taw’us and some other Ahle Zahir (Ahle
Hadeeth) differ in it. (Sharhe Nababi)

Imam Ibn Abdul Bur Maaliki also
stated about the [jmaa (consensus of opinion)
on it. Allama Zurqaani stated in “Sharhe
Muatta” that the overwhelming majority of the
scholars of shariah are of the view that three
simultaneous Talaags become effective. In fact
Ibn Abdul Barr, while reporting Ijmaa
(consensus of opinion) on this has said; there
are very few opinions against this which is not
considerable.

Imam Tahawi says in Sharha-Ma’aanil Athar
that, Hazrat Umar (R) addressed the people on
this subject publicly and those sahabis were
present there who knew about the method,
practiced during the time of Rasulullah (saw),




but no one from among them challenged it and
no one from them rejected it.

But the salafis hold the view that three
Talaags at a time is considered one. They
follow the fatwah (Rulings) of Imam Ibn
Taiymiah, who after seven hundred years later
innovated it. They want to prove their claim by
one narration in Saheeh Al-Muslim narrated by
Hazrat Abdullah Ibn Abbas that, during the
time of the prophet (saw), during the Siddiqi
Khalifah and up to two years during the
Farooqi Khalifah; three Talaaqs were taken as
one when Sayyidinaa Farooque Al-Azom gave
the ruling about three Talaaq.

The hadeeth of Saheeh Al-Muslim is as
follows: It has been reported from Hazrat
Abdullah Ibn Abbas that during the time of the
Holy prophet (saw) and during the time of
Hazrat Abu Bakar (R), and the first two years
of Hazrat Umar (R), three Talaaqs were treated
as one. Sayyidinaa Umar (R) said that people
are becoming haste-prone in matters in which
there was room for deferment for them.
Therefore, it would be appropriate if we
enforce it on them. (Muslim)

Now this hadeeth should be discussed and
understood clearly.

Firstly: The declaration of Hazrat Umar (R)
was made publicly in the presence of the
Sahabah and Taabi’een. After consultation with
the Sahabah who were experts in Figh, no one
at that time had rejection or hesitation about it.
It was accepted by the overwhelming majority.

Secondly: The most clear and conspicuous
discussion had been made by the renowned
commentators of hadeeth Imam Nawawi in his
commentation of Saheeh Al-Muslim. He said
that the executive order of Hazrat Umar (R)
and the total argument of the noble saaheb
upon it should be related to a particular form of
three Talaags in which someone might say
three times, “you are divorced, you are
divorced, you are divorced” or “I divorce you, I
divorce you, I divorce you™.

Now the pronouncer may have said
these words with the intention of giving three
Talaags or three repeated pronouncement were
simply for the sake of emphasis without any
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intention of giving three Talaags, and it is
obvious that the knowledge of intention can
come only through the statement of the
pronouncer. During the blessed time of the
holy prophet (saw), truth and honesty were
common and dominant. If after using such
words, someone stated that he did not intend to
give three Talaags, instead, the words were
uttered repeatedly just for the sake of emphasis,
the Holy prophet (saw) would then confirm his
sworn statement and rule that this was only one
Talaag.

This is corroborated by the hadeeth of
Sayyidinaa Rukhana (R), which says that he
had divorced his wife with the word
“Albattah”. This word “Albattah™ although
spoken for three Talaaqs is commonly used but
not always. The sense of three was always not
clear in it. This is why Rasulullah (saw) took
oath from Rukhana (R) which is narrated by
the scholars of hadeeth including Hafiz Ibnul
Qaiyyum the student of Ibn Taiymiah (R).
When Hazrat Rukhana (R) swore that he had
intention for one Talaaq; the prophet (saw)
ruled it to be only one Talaag. This hadeeth
appears in Tirmizi, Abu Dawood, Ibn Majah,
and at Darimi in different chains of authority
and different words.

However this proves as generally
agreed upon that the Holy prophet (saw) ruled
Sayyidinaa Rukhana’s (R) Talaag to be one
only when he declared on oath that he had not
pronounced the words of three Talaags
explicitly and clearly, otherwise there would
have remained no possibility of his having not
intended three Talaaqs and consequently there
would have been no need to question him. This
incident clarifies that, the words which do not
indicate the intention of one Talaaq or three
Talaags clearly, Rasulullah (saw) ruled only
after solemn declaration under oath because
those were the days of truth and honesty. This
practice continued during the Khalifah of
Hazrat Abu Bakar (R) and during the first two
years of Khalifah Hazrat Umar (R). Later on
Hazrat Umar (R) realized that the standard of
truth and honesty was on the decline and
according to the prophecy of the prophet (saw)
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will further decline in the future. On the other
hand, incidents became numerous where in
those who pronounced the words of divorce
three times started declining that their intention
was that of one Talaaq only. Hazrat Umar (R)
then took that initiative and all the sahabas
agreed upon that matter.Moreover particular
Talaags given by the word, “three or the
repetitions of the word Talaaq with the
intention of three” were ruled as three after all.
Even during the time of the Holy prophet
(saw), the ruling of one concerns a Talaag, in
which three is not mentioned clearly or in
which the act of giving three Talaags is not
admitted, rather it is claimed that the count of
three was for the emphasis only. Therefore, the
view that three Talaagqs considered as one
Talaaq at the time of Rasulullah (saw), is not
correct and authentic.

Khutbatul jumuah: should it

not be in Arabic?
Prof. Moulana. Muhibbur Rahman

The mentality to deliver khutbatul Jummah in
the languages other than Arabic has grown
after a pretty long time after the demise of
Rasulullah  (saw) especially, since the
beginning of this century, this mentality among
the modern and liberally educated people has
been being serious. A series of ventures to
organize seminars are in force to train and
educated people with regard to making the
thoughts of these liberal minded people
adaptable to the needs and demands of the time
and the place in particular. According to these
people, khutbatul Jummah in Arabic is lifeless.

And the language other than Arabic
makes it lively; unfortunately these people
have totally failed understanding the basic and
fundamental principles of Islam in the light of
the Quran and Sunnah. These liberal minded
scholars have fully depended upon the literal
meaning of the word “Khutbah” They have
done the same mistake in understanding and
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interpreting the words “Riba”, “Salat”,
“Zakat”, “Jihad”, “Iman™ and so on, whereas
these words have implied and applied
meanings that give us the applicable and
practical meaning towards situations in reality,
as said and demonstrated by Rasulullah (s). In
this connection, almost all the universally
accepted scholars in Islam have unanimously
opined that no one should take the
responsibility and risk of interpreting the basic
and fundamental principles of Islam based on
his  linguistic = knowledge and own
understanding of the Quran and Sunnah. In this
regard, Rasullullah (s) has said that, a person
who interprets the Quran based on his own
thinking makes his room or place in the
hellfire.

Some liberal minded scholars have
considered Khutbatul Jumah a means of
educating people through giving them the
understanding that khutbatul Jummah is
nothing but a speech or lecture through which
audiences can be easily made to understand the
message provided in the language of the
audience. No matter if it is in English or any
other language but Arabic. But the fact remains
that no instance is available in the Islamic
history that any of the companions of Rasul
Allah SAW delivered khutbatul Jummabh in the
language other than Arabic, even though many
of them were well conversant with many other
languages. Including the language of the places
and the people to whom they delivered the
Khutbatul Jumuah.

To deliver the Khutbatul Jummah in any
language other than Arabic is against the
Sunnah of Rasulullah (saw) and so against of
the principle of Islam. The famous Islamic
Jurisprudent  ‘Allama  Abdul Hye has
mentioned in the book Umdatur Raah, (Vol-1,
page 242) that it was beyond doubt that
delivering Khutbatul Jumuah in the language
other than Arabic is against the sunnah of
Rasulullah (saw) and that is a Makruhe
Tahreemee. Imam Shah waliullah has
mentioned in his book Al Musawa, (page-154)
that since the inception of Islam the
deliveration of khutbah has always been in
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Arabic without any exception. Imam Rafeyee
has mentioned in his book “Sharhee yahyaul
ulum” (part. 1, page 326) that the Khutbah to
be acceptable must be in Arabic, Allama Abdur
Rahman Jujree has expressed the views of all
the four imams ( Abu Hanifa, Shafi, Malik and
Hambal) in the book *“kitabul fagh Ala
Mazahibul Arbah™ that according to Hanafi
Madhab, to deliver Khutbah in the language
other than Arabic is Makru Tahreemee, While
according to the other three Madhabs Arabic is
a condition as the language of Khutbatul
Jummah.

As a matter of fact the objective and
purpose underlying the khutbatul jummah is
the remembrance of Allah (Zikurullah). In this
regard, the last section of the suratul Jummah
has presented a doubtlessly clear message and
understanding. Most of the Mufassereen stated
including Ibn Khathir has mentioned the
Khutbah as Zikrullah. It is stated in the Sahi
Bukhari that when the khateeb stands for
Khutbah the angels gather there to listen to the
Khutbah. Therefore Khutbah is completely
different from ordinary speeches or lectures
mainly because the objective and purpose of
other speeches are not Zikrullah. Moreover if
the khutbatul Jumuah were comparable with
other ordinary lectures, there would have been
no need for specific place for setting for the
deliberation of the khutbah. The Islamic
scholars and jurisprudents have opined that it is
not possible to change the language of khutbah
as it is not to replace the language of salat,
Adhan, Igamah and takbirat. Therefore no
question arises as to whether kutbatul Jummah
can be in the language other than Arabic.

Although the Quran has been revealed
for the guidance of mankind and for calling
humanity to the obedience of Allah, the
purpose of reciting the Quran in Salat is not the
same. Even though the recitation from the
Quran in Salat can serve that kind of purpose
indirectly. The main purpose of reciting the
Quran In salat is Zikrullah. Similar is the case
of khutbatul Jumuah. It’s purpose being
Zikrullah.
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From the above discussion it is clear
that the language of khutbatul Jumuah cannot
be other than Arabic. Islamic history brings to
us the proof that Hazrat Zayad Ibn Saabit (R)
was a scholar and he was well conversant with
a number of languages, but he never delivered
khutbah in the language other than Arabic.
Hazrat Salman Farsi, Hazrat Bilal and many
other companions of the prophet (s) were
conversant with more than one language and
they travelled to many countries to spread
Islam, but there is not a single instance that any
of them delivered Khutbah in the language
other than Arabic. May Allah give us all the
ability to understand the principles and
practices of Islam in their true froms and to
avoid whatever is against the sunnah of
Rasulullah (saw). Ameen.
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It is better for a woman to pray in

her house than in the masjid.
Prof. M. Rahman

Woman should be protected and concealed
from men as much as her guardian can do that,
The messenger (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) preferred for women to pray in
their houses and said that their reward for
doing so is greater than their reward for
praying in the mosque.

It was narrated from “Abd-Allah ibn

Masood that the prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) said: " A woman's
prayer in her room is better than her prayer in
her courtyard, and her prayer in her cabinet is
better than her prayer in her room." (Narrated
by Abu Dawood, 570; al Tirmidhi, 1173. This
hadeeth was classed as saheeh by al Albaani in
saheeh al Tarheeb wa’l-Tarheeb, 1/136)
“Her room” refers to a woman's own room in
the house, and "her courtyard” refers to the
central area (in a traditional Arabic house), off
which all the rooms of the house open. A
cabinet is like a small room inside the large
room, in which personal items are stored.

(Commentary from 'Awn al-Ma'bood)
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It was narrated that Umm Humayd the unless she has no other place in which to pray.
wife of Abu Humayad al-Saa'idi came to the And house is better for them.
prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon Hazrat Abdullah Ibn-e-Umar narrated
him) and said, "O Messenger of Allah, I like to that prophet (saw) said the prayer of women in
pray with you.”He said, I know that you like to their houses is twenty five times superior to
pray with me, but your prayer in your room is their salat in the masjid. (Masnad-Al-Firdaus).
better for you than your prayer in your So with regard to woman, their houses are
courtyard and your prayer in your courtyard is better for them. If they need to pray in
better for you than your praying in your house, marketplace and there is a place that is
and your prayer in your hose is better for your screened off, there is nothing wrong with them
than your prayer in the mosque of your people, praying there, InsahAllah.
and your prayer in the mosque of your people
is better for you than your prayer in my
mosque. So she issued order that a prayer place Handshake with one hand
be prepared for her in the furthest and darkes-;t Prof. Moulana Muhibbur Rahman
part of her house, and she used to pray there ; 56
. . e o Musafahah literally means to join a
until she met Allah. (ie., died)" (Narrated by h . ) ;
and with another hand. This can be done with
Ahmed, 26550). bt hand st Thisse sk ol
B This hadeeth was classified as saheeh by ibn eGSR T e
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khuzayumah in his saheeh, 3/95; ibn majjah,
5/595; al-albani in sahih. Al-targheeb wal-
tarheeb, 1/135

It was narrated that Aaisah (May Allah be
pleased with her) said: “If the Messenger of
Allah (peace and blessing of Allah be upon
him) had lived to see how women have started
to behave, he would have prevented them
[from going to the mosque] as the women of
the children of Israel were prevented.” I said, to
Umor(R), “were they prevented?” He said.
“Yes” (Al Bukhaari, 831; Muslim, 445)
Moulana Azeemabadi said, The reason why
their praying in their homes is better is because
it is safer from fitnah or temptation. This was
later borne out by the way in which women
began to make a wanton display of their
adornments; Hence 'Aa'ishah said what she
said. (Awn al ma'bood, 2/193)

And because of fitnah the fugahas (Jurists)
hold their opinion those women Jamat is
makru. It was narrated by Hajrat Umm-e-
Salma that Prophet (PBUH) said, the best
masjid for women is the inner most apartments
of their homes. (Ahmed, Tabrani)

Hence women should be careful when praying
in public places, or go far away from where
men can not see them, and should not pray in a
public place when the time of prayer comes,

ighit of Hanati Mazah baised on Quran’

that it is sunnah to do musafahah with one
hand should themselves produce a hadith in
which [doing musafahah with] one hand is
clearly mentioned. In fact, this is not enough.
They should additionally prove that there exists
a prohibition of performing musafahah with
both hands. Without these two things, their
claim cannot be substantiated.

Moreover, if you are searching for an
authentic  hadith  regarding  performing
musafahah with two hands, know that there is a
narration of Sayyiduna ‘Abd Allah ibn Mas’ud
(may Allah be pleased with him) in Sahih al-
Bukhari (pg. 926).)) He relates: “Allah’s
Messenger (Allah bless him and give him
peace) taught me the rashahhud as he taught
me a surah (chapter) of the Qur’an while my
hand was between his hands.”

It is clearly stated here that the hand of
Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him)
was between the two hands of the noble
Prophet (may Allah bless him and give him
peace). It is also extremely far-fetched [to
assume] that the noble Prophet (may Allah
bless him and give him peace) would perform
musafahah with two hands and Ibn Mas’ud
(may Allah be pleased with him) would do so
with just one. It is therefore obvious that both
of Ibn Mas’ud’s (may Allah be pleased with
him) hands would have also been clasping [the
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blessed hands of the Prophet (Allah bless him
and give him peace)].

Even if it is accepted that only one of
Ibn Mas’ud’s (may Allah be pleased with him)
hands was clasping [the blessed hands of the
Prophet (Allah bless him and give him peace)],
then it is also obvious that the preferred action
would be that of the blessed Prophet (may
Allah bless him and give him peace).

If the question is not of what
preponderant (rajih) is and what is not
preponderant (marjuh), then there seems to be
permissibility for both actions. One, from the
Hadith fi’li (action or deed) of the blessed
Prophet (May Allah bless him and give him
peace) and the other from the Hadith tagriri
(tacit approval of the Prophet, may Allah bless
him and give him peace). However, it is
obvious that even though both actions are
permissible, the action performed by the noble
Prophet (May Allah bless him and give him
peace) would still be preferred. And Allah
knows best.

To assume that this was not musafahah
is great ignorance. Imam Bukhari has proven
[the act of] musafahah from this hadith, and
has also narrated that “Hammad Ibn Zayd
performed musafahah with Ibn al-Mubarak
using both hands™#), from which it is known
this was also the way of the salaf (pious
predecessors). And Allah knows best.

' An Anthology of Some Masalas
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Cap or Topee

and Turban:
Prof. Moulana M Rahman

Cap or Topee (Islamic head gear) and Turban are
the part and parcel of Muslims way of dress. Style
of dress is the salient features (Sha-aair) of Islam.
What is prohibited pertaining to dress is the
emulation of the non-muslim dress style.
Emulation of kuffaar (non-muslims) is an evil
with far reaching effect on the heart of a Muslim.
As Rasulullah (S.A.W.) said, “Whoever emulates
a nation becomes one of them”. The salafis and
other modemnist in this century are at pains to
discard the dress style of Islam. Especially about
the topee and turban, they hold the opinion that
the topee and turban have no relevance in Islam.
They have a desire to abandon the wearing of
Islamic head gear which was the A’mal of
Rasulullah (S.A.W.). Topee is the head-dress
which distinguishes a Muslim from a non-
muslim.

We will now discuss a few Ahadeeth about the
turban and topee.

Turban:

I. Hazrat Amr Bin Umaiyyah Damri (R)
reports; “l saw Rasulullah (S.A.W.)
performing masah on his leather socks and
turban. (Bukhari Shareef)

Hazrat Mughaira Ibn Shu’baa (R) reports

that, Rasulullah (S.A.W.) performed wudu

and made masah of the front portion of his
head as well as of his turban and leather
socks. (Muslim Shareef)

3. Hazrat Huraith (R) reports that Rasulullah
(S.A.W.) addressed the people wearing a
black turban. (Muslim Shareef)

4. Hazrat Jaabir (R) reports that, on the
occasion of Fathe-Makkah (conquest of

2

From the above mentioned narrations, it is clear
that Rasulullah (S.A.W.) used to wear turban.

Topee:
L

Makkah), Rasulullah (S.A.W.) entered
Makkatul-Mukarramah while wearing a
black turban. (Muslim, Tirmizi, and Ibn
Majah) The same narration was made by
Hazrat Ibn Umar (R) in Ibn Majah.

Hazrat Ibn Abbas (R) reports that during
the illness prior to his Intigaal (passing
away) Rasulullah (S.A.W.) was addressing
the Sahaba-e-Kiraam, and at that time he
had a turban on his head. (Shamaail-e-
Tirmizi)

Narrated by Hazrat Abu Sa’eed Khudri (R)
that, it was the practice of Rasulullah
(S.A.W.) that whenever he wore a new
item of clothing. he would take thename of
it 1.e. turban, kurtaa, chaadar and he used
to make dua by saying “Oh Allah, | am
indeed grateful to you for this clothing
which you have granted to me. I beg you
the virtue of it and the benefit for which it
was made. 1 seek protection in you from
its harm and from the evil of it. (Tirmizi
and Mustadrak-e-Hakeem)

Hazrat Ibn Umar (R) narrated that
Rasulullah (S.A.W.) said that the person
who is in Thraam (white clothing during
pilgrimage) cannot wear turban, trouser,
and topee. (Bukhari Shareef) This means
that in the time of Rasulullah (S.A.W.)
people used to wear turban, trouser, and
topee.

It 1s narrated by Abdullah Ibn Umar (R)
that Rasulullah (S.A.W.) used to wear
white topee. (Tibraani) Allama Jalaal
Uddin Suyooti wrote in his book “Jaamius
Sagheer” that the sanad of this hadeeth is
Hasan (reliable).




Hazrat Rukhana (R) narrates that
Rasulullah (S.A.W.) said, the differences
between us and the Mushrikeen
(polytheist) is a turban on the top of the
Qlansu. (Tirmizi) This hadeeth 1s also
Hasan (reliable) said by Imam Tirmizi.

It is reported by Hazrat Ibn Umar (R) that.
Rasulullah (S.A.W.) wore a white topee.
(Muzamul-¢-Kabeer of Imam Tibraani)

Abu Shaikh reports from Hazrat Ibn Abbas
(R) that Rasulullah (S.A.W.) had three
topees in his possession. (Bazlul Majhood)
The description of the three topee’s are:
One was such that, on the inside it had
lining sewn with it. The second one was
made of “Hibara™ fabric and the third one
was the topee that covered the ears which
was generally worn at journeys and would

sometimes be in front at the times of

salaah.

Hazrat Aa’iysha (R) narrates that;
Rasulullah (S.A.W.) would wear a white
topee which lay flat and compressed to his
head. (Ibn Aasakir)
Muhaddith Abu Shaikh narrates that.
Hazrat Aa’iysha (R) reports that,
Rasulullah (S.A.W.) would wear a topee
which covered his ears while on a journey
and while at home he would wear a thin
topee. Allama Iraaqgi says that this is the
most authentic and reliable hadeeth.
(Faizul Qaadir — Vol. 5, pg.246)

Hazrat Abu Khabsha Anmaari (R) narrates
that, the topee of the sahabah were spread
out and flat. (Tirmizi)

Hazrat lesa Ibn Tahmaan (R) says that, he
S.AW. Hazrat Anas Ibn Maalik (R)
wearing a topee. The word “Burnus”
comes in the narration which means a long
hat as mentioned in the hadeeth of Hazrat
Ibn Umar (R) in Bukhari. In Bukhari
Shareef, the wearing of topee by Hazrat
Anas (R) 1s mentioned in (Vol. 2, pg. 863)
and the mention of topee of Hazrat Abu

Ishaag Sabee (a Tabi'ee) is found in
Bukhari (Vol. 1. pg. 159). Hazrat Ali (R)
also was found wearing an Egyptian topee.
(Tabaakat Ibn Sa’ad)

The wearing of topee by the
Sahabah, Taabi’een. Tab-e-Taabi’een.
pious
Imams, and the scholars are found in the
books of history. This 1s why it becomes
Amal-e-Mutawaatir  (wide  practiced)
A’mal. In Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaiba, many
narrations are reported with saheeh sanad.

Allama Ibnul Arabi remarks that,
“The topee is amongst the clothing of
Ambiyaa (prophets) and the pious ones. It
protects the head and keeps the turban in
its place which is Sunnah. The topee
should sit on the head and not stand like a
dome.”(Faizul Qaadir- Vol. 5, pg. 247)

We want to conclude this chapter
by mentioning a hadeeth in Tirmizi
Shareef which is narrated by Hazrat Umar
(R) that, Rasulullah (S.A.W.) said, “There
is a Shaheed (martyr) who has a strong
Imaan and he sacrificed his life in the
battlefield fighting the non-believers with
courage, and his position in day of
resurrection will be so high that people
will raise their head to see him”. While
saying this, Rasulullah (S.A.W.) raised his
head so much so that his topee fell form
his head. (Tirmizi-Vol.l, pg. 294) It is
very clear that there was a topee on the
head of Rasulullah (S.A.W.)
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Salaatut-

Taraaweeh
(Twenty Rakaats) Sunnah

Prof. Moulana M Rahman
Taraweeh Salaat in the month of Ramadhan is
Sunnah and the numbers of rakaats are twenty
according to the Hanafi and other mazaahib.
But the modern salafi sects hold their opinion
that twenty nrakaats of Taraaweeh is Bid’ah
(innovation), and eight rakaats is correct. They
say that twenty rakaat Taraaweeh is not
supported by hadeeth. Let us now discuss about
that. It is correct that in times of Rasulullah
(S.A.W), the rakaats of “Qiyaam-e-ramadhan”
or Taraaweeh were not fixed. Even Rasulullah
(S.A.W) did not make this Salaat every night in
the month of Ramadhan. Only three nights i.e.
(twenty third, twenty fifth, and twenty seventh)
he prayed “Qiyaam-e-Ramadhan” according
saheeh hadeeth. He (S.A.W) prayed eight rakaat
of Tahajjud (late night prayer)every night, even
if it was not the month of Ramadhan. In times
of Hazrat Umar (R). it was decided, supported,
and accepted by the Sahaba-e-Kiraam that
Salaatut-Taraaweeh should be twenty rakaats. It
is narrated by hazrat Irbaaz Ibn Sariah that
Rasulullah (S.A.W) said, *“You should hold fast
and obey my Sunnah and the Sunnah of my
rightly guided Khalifahs”. (Tirmizi, Abu
Dawood. Ibn Majah, and ahmad). That means
that whatever is decided by the Khulafaa-c-
Raashideen must be followed. Another Hadeeth
in Tirmidhi is that Rasulullah (S.A.W.) said, “I
don’t know how long I will be in this world,
however follow whatever Abu Bakor and Omar
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This is sahih according to Ibn Hajar

Hazrat Ibn Abbas (R) narrated that,
Rasulullah (S.A.W) prayed twenty rakaat
in the night of Ramadhan with Witr
prayer. (Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaiba,
Tibraani, and Baihaqi) This hadeeth
proves that Rasulullah (S.A.W) himself
prayed twenty rakaat Taraaweeh. But
this hadeeth is regarded weak by the
Muhadditheen. We don’t want to prove
twenty rakaats with this hadeeth in the
time of Rasulullah (S.A.W).

Imam Baihaqi narrates with saheeh
sanad (correct and strong narrator) that in
the time of Hazrat Umar (R), Hazrat
Uthmaan (R), and Hazrat Ali (R) twenty
rakaats Taraaweeh were performed by
the people in general.

Imam Maalik (R) narrates in this book
“Muatta” from Hazrat Yaazid Bin
Romaan (R) that, people used to make
twenty rakaat Taraweeh. (The sanad of
this hadeeth is also saheeh)

Hazrat Hasan (R) narrates that, Hazrat
Umar (R) ordered people top pray behind
Hazrat Ubai Bin Kaab (R) who led
twenty rakaats Taraweeh. (Abu Dawood)

Hazrat Yahya Bin Sa’eed narrated that

Hazrat Umar (R) ordered one person to

lead twenty rakat of Taraaweeh.
(Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaiba)

Hazrat Abdul Aziz Bin Raafi (R) says
that, Hazrat Ubai Bin Kaab (R) used to
lead twenty rakaats of Taraaweeh in
Madina. (Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaiba)



Hazrat Saib Ibn Yaazid (R) says, people
used to perform twenty rakaats of
Taraaweeh. He says that in times of
Hazrat Uthmaan (R), people used stand
leanin on the sticks because of long time
standing. (Baihagqi)

Hazrat Abdur Rahman Saalmi says that
Hazrat Al (R) used to call the Qurraas
(those who can recite the Qur’an very
well) and ordered the best one out of
them to lead twenty vrakaats of
Taraaweeh and Hazrat Ali (R) himself
lead the Witr prayer. (Bathagi and
Sunan-e-Kubraa)

There are many more Ahadeeth about it
Accordig to the above mentioend Ahadeeth,
scholars like Imam Muhammad Bin Khudaama
Humbali, allama Kastalani Shaf ee, Allama
Mullah ali Qari Hanafi and others hold their

opinion that, it was decided in the time of

Hazrat Umar (R) that, Salaatut Taraaweeh
should be performed twenty rakaat and it is
accepted by all of the Fuqahaas.

Allama Zubaidi says in his book “Ittehaaf”
that, based on the “Ijmaa”(unanimous opinion)
at the time of Hazrat Umar (R), Imam Abu
Hanifa (R), Imam Shaf ee (R), Imam Malik (R),
Imam Ahmed Bin Humbal (R), and the
Jamhoor (almost all of the Imams) have
accepted this decision, Even Allama Ibn Abdul
Bar, of Maaliki mazhab, has accepted this view.
And from the time of Khulafaa-e-Raashideen,
Sahabah, Taabi‘een, Tab-c-Taabi’een, Imams
and the majority of the muslims of the whole
world including MasjidAl-Haraam (at Makkah)
and Masjid Un-Nabi (S.A.W) (at Madina) have
been performing twenty rakaats of Salaatut-
Taraaweeh. Only the deviated salafi groups say
that it is Bid’ah (innovation) to pray twenty

rakaats. (Na’oozubillahimin-Zaalik) We take
refuge to Allah from this. May Allah (S.W.T)
save us from them and guide us in the true path.
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Virtues of Shabaan &
Laylatul Bara'at

Moulana Ibrahim Meomon

Allah (swt), out of His infinite mercy, has
created varying seasons throughout the year for
people's benefit. Similarly, Allah (swt) has also
assigned different seasons for particular
Ibadah. These are special times designated by
Allah (swt) for increased Ibadah.

Of course, a Mu'min is expected to be
performing Ibadah continuously throughout his
or her life, but these special opportunities exist
so that every believer may get a chance to
attain closeness to Allah (swt) and earn
manifold rewards. One of these blessed
opportunities is the month of Shabaan. It is
reported in authentic hadith that Rasulullah
(saw) used to particularly increase his Ibadah
in this month. It is recorded in Sahih al Bukhari

Aishah radhiallahu anhaa narrates: The
Blessed Prophet (saw) fasted for so long [so
many days] we thought he would never break
his fast. Then he would do Iftar (for so many
days) we thought he will never fast. I have
never seen the Blessed Prophet (saw) fast for a
whole month besides the month of Ramadan
and keep more fasts [outside of Ramadan] than
in the month of Shabaan. (Reported in Bukhari,
Muslim, Nisai, Abu Dawood)

Usamah bin Zaid narrates that I said,
Oh Blessed Prophet (saw)! I do not see you
fasting any month more than the month of
Shabaan. The Blessed Prophet (saw) replied,
People are ignorant of it, being between the
months of Rajab and Ramadan. All deeds are
raised towards Rabb ul Alameen in that month.
Thus, I wish that my deeds are raised when I
am fasting. (Reported in Nisai, Musnad
Ahmad)

Aisha radhiallahu anhaa also narrates
that I never saw the Blessed Prophet (saw) fast
in any month more than the month of Shabaan.
He used to fast the whole month except for
some days; in fact, he used to fast the whole
month (of Shabaan). (Reported in Nisai, Abu
Dawood, Musnad Ahmad)

Abu Huraira (ra) relates that Aisha
radhiallahu anhaa narrated to them the hadith
that the Blessed Prophet (saw) fasted the whole
month of Shabaan. She said: I asked the
Blessed Prophet (saw): Oh Blessed Prophet
(saw), is Shabaan your most favorite month to
fast? He replied: Allah (swt) assigns the year of
death for each person (in the month of
Shabaan), thus, I wish my death come when I
am fasting. (The chain of narration is ranked
"Hasan" in al-Targheeb wal Tarheeb and is also
related in Musnad Abu Yala)

The following things are very clear from the
several Ahaadith above:

1. The month of Shabaan is a very important
month and Shari'ah encourages us to perform
optional Ibadah during this month

2. Rasulullah (saw) used to fast most of the
month of Shabaan

3. In this month, all of the people's deeds are
presented to Allah (swt)

4. Rasulullah (saw) disliked for the people to
neglect the importance of the month of
Shabaan

5. In Shabaan, the lists of all the people that are
suppose to die in that year are handed over to
the angels.

In addition to all of these virtues, there is
particular emphasis for the 15th of Shabaan
which is called Laylatul Bara'a. Although some
people deny the importance of the 15th night of
Shabaan; there are authentic ahaadith which
clearly indicate its importance.

The following few hadith have been presented
with scholarly critique in order to illustrate the
special virtues of this night so people are not
deprived of a great opportunity of Ibadah
through which they can attain more nearness to
Allah (swt).

Hadith 1

It is related by Muaz bin Jabbal (ra) that the
Blessed Prophet (saw) said: Allah (swt) looks
over at His creation on the fifteenth night of
Shabaan and forgives everyone but for two
people: a polytheist and one who holds a
grudge against people.

Imam Ibn Hibban has narrated this hadith in his
Sahih, Imam Bayhaqi in his Shua'bal Imaan,
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Imam Tabarani in Al Mu'jam al Kabeer, & Abu
Nu'aym in Al Hulya. Imam Haithami has also
narrated this hadith in his Majmu'al Zawaid
and after narrating it, he has commented that
all of the people in the chain of narrators of the
above hadith are trustworthy and this hadith is
authentic.

This hadith is also narrated by Imam
Mundhari in Al Targheeb wal Tarheeb, Imam
Suyuti in Durrul Manthoor, & the late Shaykh
Albani has also narrated this hadith in his
Silsilah Sahiha (a book in which he has
narrated only authentic hadith according to
him.)

Hadith 2

It is related by Abu Thalaba (ra) that the
Blessed Prophet (saw) said: On the 15th night
of Shabaan, Allah (swt) looks over at His
creation and forgives all the believers except
for the one who begrudges and hates. He leaves
them in their enmity.

This hadith is narrated by Bayhaqi
(raheemullah) in Shubal Imaan, Hafiz Ibn Abi
Asim in Kitabus Sunnah, Imam Suyuti in
Durrel Manthoor, and Shaykh Albani confirms
its authenticity by narrating it in his Silsilah
Sahiha.

Hadith 3

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Amar (ra) has narrated
that Rasulullah (saw) has said, "Allah (swt) on
the 15th night of Shabaan looks at the people
and He forgives all believers except for two
kinds of people: 1) Someone who holds a
grudge against others and 2) someone who has
taken an innocent life.

This hadith is narrated by Imam

Mundhiri in Al-Targheeb wal Tarheeb, Imam
Ahmad in his Musnad, and Hafiz Al Haithami
in Majmual Zawaid. Shaykh Albani has
narrated this hadith in his Silsilah Sahiha and
after a lengthy discussion regarding its chain of
narrators; he concludes that this hadith is
Hassan.
In addition to the above, we find most of the
great scholars have confirmed the importance
and the virtue of the 15th night of Sha'ban.
Following are some quotations.

1) Sheikh Mansoor Bahoti Hanbali says in his
well known book of Hanbali figh Kash-shaful
Qina, Voll:444

As for the 15th night of Shabaan, it is a night of
virtue. Some of the salaf prayed the whole
night, although establishing congregational
prayers (on this night) is bida't (an innovation).
And the reward of ibadah on the 15th night of
Shabaan is the same as the reward of ibadah on
the night of E'id.

2) Imam Shafi rahmatullahi alayh said in Al-
Umm, Vol. 1 p. 231:

Imam Shafi said. "of the narrations that have
reached us, verily, dua is accepted on five
nights: the night of Juma', the night of E'id Al-
Adha, the night of E'id Al-Fitr, the first night of
Rajab, and the 15th night of Shabaan".

3) Shaikh Abu-Ishaq Ibrahim Al-Hanbali says
in Al-Mubdi'":

It is desirable to revive the time (with salat and
ibadah) between the two E'sha's (Maghrib and
E'sha) because of the ahaadith. Many scholars
say: Similarly with the night of Ashura, the
first night of Rajab, and the 15th night of
Shabaan.

4) Imam Shurunbulali Hanafi rahmatullahi
alayh says in Noorul Eidhah P.63:

It is desirable to revive the last ten nights of
Ramadan, two nights of Eidain (Eid ul-Fitr and
Eid ul-Adha), ten nights of Zil Hijjah, and the
15th night of Shabaan.

5) Imam Ibn-Taimiyyah rahmatullahi alayh
was asked about the importance of the 15th
night of Sha'ban. He replied:

As for the I5th night of Shabaan, there are
many narrations and Athar (quotes from the
Sahabah (ra)) regarding its virtue. It has been
reported of the salaf that they prayed in this
night. Therefore, praying alone on this night,
having precedence in the salaf, is sufficient
evidence and something of this kind surely
cannot be denied.

6) At another occasion, Imam Ibn-Taimiyyah
rahmatullahi alayh was asked the same
question and he replied:

If one prays on this night alone or in a select
company of people as many groups amongst
the salaf did, then it is good. As for
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congregating in the masjid upon a fixed prayer
like gathering upon a salat with 100 rakats, and
reciting Surah Ikhlas a thousand times, this is
bida't. None of the scholars extolled this and
Allah (swt) knows best.

7) Shaikh Mubarakpuri writes in Tuhfatul
Ahwadhi Vol.3 P.365:

You should know that a sufficient number of
hadith has been narrated confirming the virtues
of the 15th night of Shabaan. All these ahaadith
prove that it has a basis.

After relating many Ahadith about the
importance of this night he says:

The sum of all these ahadith is strong evidence
against the one who thinks there is no proof of
the virtue of the 15th night of Shabaan and
Allah (swt) knows best.

May Allah (swt) give all of us tawfeeq to take
advantage of this great opportunity and
blessing of Allah (swt). Ameen!!!

e
Evidence for Difference in
Salah of Men andWomen

By: Ebrahim Saifuddin

Some people live in a delusion that rulings of
difference in some positions of Salah between
men and women are based on no- evidence.
They think that hundreds of years of
scholarship was based on something that does
not exist. How more misguided can they be.
They wish not to study books of figh but yet
wish to make such derisory statements.
However, we will just move on to the basics to
satisfy their ludicrous needs.

Evidence

Below are some of the ahadith that prove the
difference in the way women are to offer Salah.
They are taken from two books, “The way the
Noble Messenger Offered His Prayer” by Mufti
Jamil Ahmed Naziri and “The Salah of
Women” published by Madrasah Arabiyyah
Islamiyyah (Azaadville).

First Evidence:

Yazid Ibn Habib (rh) has reported:

Ao

The Messenger of Allah (saw) passed by two
women who were engaged in Salah. He said:
“When you prostrate yourself, let part of your
body rest on the ground because the rules in
this case for women and men is not alike.
(Maraasil Abu Dawood, p.118)

Second Evidence:

‘Abdullah ibn Umar (ra) has quoted the Holy
Messenger (saw) as saying:

“When a woman prostrates herself she must
attach her belly to the thighs in a way that she
is most concealed.” (Kanz ul Ummal, v.4 p.117
with reference to Baihaqi and Ibn ‘Adi)

Third Evidence:

‘Ali (ra) said that when a woman prays she
should sit on her buttock and keep her thighs
together. (Al-Mughni, v.1 p.562)

Fourth Evidence:

*Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar used to command women
that they should sit on all their limbs with feet
stretched to the right. (Al-Mughni, v.1 p.562)
Fifth Evidence:

Umme-e-Darda (ra) would raise her hands at
Takbir Tahrimah as: palms raised opposite to
the shoulders when she began Salah.
(Musannaf Ibn Abu Shaybah, v.1 p.239)

Sixth Evidence:

According to Ibrahim Nakh'i (rh), when a
woman prostrates herself, she may attach her
belly to her thighs and not raise her buttocks
and she may not keep her organs apart as men
do. (Musannaf Ibn Abu Shaybah, v.1 p.239)
Seventh Evidence:

‘Ali (ra) stated: “When a woman performs
Salah, she must practice ‘ihtifaz’ and keep her
thighs close together. [Similar hadith has also
been attributed to ‘'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas].
(Musannaf Ibn Abu Shaybah, v.1 pp.270-271)
Eight Evidence:

Hafidh Nuruddin Haythami said:

Wa’il ibn Hujr stated that the Messenger (saw)
said to him: “O Ibn Hujr, when you perform
Salah, Raise your hands to your ears while a
woman should raise her hands till her chest.”
(Majma’ uz-Zawaa’id, v.2 p.103; TI'laa us-
Sunan, v.2 p.156)

Same is recorded by Imam Abdur Razzak in al-
Musannaf li Abdir Razzak, v.3 p.138.
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Ninth Evidence:

Anbdul Hayy Luckhnawi states:

“As for women, the jurists are unanimous that
it is Sunnah for them to place their hands on
their bosoms.” (As-Si’aayah fi al-Kashfi ‘amaa
fi Sharh al-Wiqaayah, v.2 p.152)

Tenth Evidence:

In the Musnad of Imam Abu Hanifah (rh). it 1s
stated:

“Abdullah ibn ‘Umar was asked how women
performed Salah during the era of the
Messenger (saw). He replied that initially they
performed tarabbu’ but then they were ordered
to pull themselves close together and lean onto
one side by resting on their left buttocks and
completely contracting themselves.” (Jaami’
ul-Masaaneed, v.1 p.400)

The above were just the basic few
evidences to prove the difference in Salah
between a man and a woman. There are far
more evidences and statements of jurists
proving these differences. However, a few
were given to quench the thirst of some who
think they are qualified enough to judge
evidence.

To make dua with waseelah or

intercession
Prf. Moulana Muhibbur Rahman

To make dua to Allah (SWT) with the wasila
of Rasul (saw) or any pious saint is permitted
Allama Ibn-e-hajar makki (r) says that, to pray
to Allah through the waseelah of Rasulullah
(saw) has been the practice of the saintly elders
of Islam. Prophet and saints have done the
same.

Imam Hakim quotes a Hadith which he says an
saheh Hadith, when Hazrat adam (a) ate the
forbidden fruit, he prayed to Allah for
forgiveness through the wasellah of Hazrat

shall pray on your behalf, but if you patiently
tolerate it will be better. The blind man desired
the prophet (saw) to pray. Then prophet (saw)
told him, perform wudu properly and pray to
Allah in these words. "O Allah I ask you and
turn you through your prophet (saw) through
you I do turn to my lord for my great need that
it may be fulfilled.

O Allah accepts the intercession of Hazrat
Muhammad (saw) on my behalf. This Hadith is
noted as sahih (correct) by both Imam Tirmizi
and Imam Bayhaqi. The later i.e Imam Bayhaqi
added that after this prayer his sight was
restored. Imam Tabarani mentioned an
authentic Hadith where in Nabi (saw) prayed
thus " O Lord I beg you through the love of
your Nabi and the Nabis before me, Imam
Tabrani narrated another Hadiths that a man
used to come to Hajrat Usman (r) for same
reason again and again but Hazrat Usman due
to his business could not pay a heed to him.
Later on this man meets Hazrat Usman Ibn
Hanif. Ibn Hanif told him to make wudu and
perform two rakat salat and also told him to
make dua standing beside the grave of Nabi
(saw) by saying, “O Allah, I'm praying to you
turning myself with the wasella of your prophet
Muhammad (saw) who is the Nabi of Rahmah”
and then he also said, “O Muhammed (saw)
verily I make you my wasella to my Rob for
my dua”. This Hadith is also sahih and Hadith
proves that to make dua with wasella of nabi
(saw) even after his death i1s allowed. Imam
Bukhari narrated in his Sahih Al Bukhari that
at the time of crisis Hazrat Umar (r) used to
make dua to Allah (swt) through the waseela of
Hazrat Abbas (r) the uncle of Hazrat
Muhammad (saw) saying “O Allah we used to
make dua to you with the waseela of your
Nabi, and you used to send us rain, and now we
are making dua to you with the uncle of your
prophet (saw) so send us rain and the rain were
sent and flooded the land.

Imam Ibn-e-kashir in his tafsir and Imam
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Muhammed (saw) Imam Nasaee and Imam
Tirmizi reported that a blind man came to Nabi
(saw) asking him to pray for the return of his
lost eyes, Nabi (saw) replied, if you so wish I

Nawabi in his manasik (book of hajj) and many
other scholars narrated a story of a Taabiee Al
Atabi that once he (Al Atabi) visited the grave
of Rasullah (saw) in Madina and after the
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greeting the grave, he sat down in other side of
the masjid, and so a desert Arab saying, “O you
most honored of all messengers, “Allah has
revealed to you the verse: “if when they had
wronged themselves they had come to you and
asked forgiveness of sins from Allah and
messengers had asked forgiveness for them
they would have found Allah forgiving and
merciful. After that this man cried bitterly and
read a poem “O you best of those buried in the
earth, through whom that very earth became
honored, may my life be a sacrifice for that
grave where in you dwell, for therein lies
virtue, generosity and goodness. You are the
intercessor whose intercession is desired on
that bridge when feet are sure to slip.

After that he begged forgiveness and departed.
Muhammad bin Al Atabi said, there after I fell
in sleep, on that spot and in a vision I saw the
messenger of Allah. He said to me, Atabi go
and find that person and tell him that through
my intercession Allah has forgiven him.

All these prove that dua with the waseela
before or after death is permitted without any
doubt.
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